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Can you believe it? 

7 years ago, most of us walked into the grounds, as nervous as most of us are about our first 
day of high school.  

We were the little kids, the lowest of the low. Now, those same 7 years later, we’re leaving 
Spensley Street behind to a whole new school, group of people, teachers and experiences. 

It has been a long 7 years, yet short as well. Long because of all the drama and homework, and 
all the other annoying little things that hit us during our time here. Short because of the lifelong 
friendships, the lasting memories, the truly interesting things we learnt and the amazing 
opportunities we got to take. 

This year was a big standout from the crowd for me, there was always something to do! As we 
were the leaders of the school, we had to take on responsibilities, but we still managed to have 
fun.  

I can say a highlight for most of us was Year 6 camp, but it wasn’t just that; there were Year 6 
meetings, high school tests, high school letters, orientation days, solar boat and so much other 
stuff I can’t even remember it all! 

What’s next?  High school, obviously! Leaving primary school is such an exciting but nerve-
wracking transition, as lots of people have put it. The fact that we don’t know what the world 
has in store for any of us really brings ideas to mind – you could change the world, be doctor 
or a vet, a politician, a butcher; there are just endless possibilities. 

I do know how I’ll deal with those life events, though: by using the skills and information I’ve 
picked up here. It all came down to help, and I’ve got plenty of people to thank for that: 
parents, of course, teachers, friends...  

I guess that means that one of the biggest things I learnt in primary school is to lean on others 
when needed. 

Even though we won’t be coming to Spensley Street 5 days a week anymore, we’ll always be a 
part of SSPS and even though you may have moved on, you can never truly forget the things 
Spensley Street has given you for the future. 

Congratulations, everyone!!! 

 

Valedictory speech given by Esme Keen at Year 6 graduation dinner, December 2018. 
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EMILY TEHAN 

I started school in 2012. My time at Spensley Street Primary School has been amazing! I really 
wish I could stay, but I’m still really excited for high school next year. In 2019, I am going to 
Fitzroy High.  

In 2012 and 2013 my teacher was Hannah Mancor. She sadly left the school after I was in 
Year 1, but she was still an AMAZING teacher. 

In Year 2 I had Anna Grace Hopkins as my teacher. She was such a nice teacher and I thank 
her for teaching me so much in that year. 

When I was in Year 3 and 4, Georgia Vabre was my teacher. I thank her too for teaching me so 
many important things, like how to spell. 

My Year 5 teacher was Tristan Kelly. He was an awesome teacher and he was so fun to be 
around. I learnt a lot in Year 5. 

In Year 6 my teacher was Anna Vintila. She really pushed us to learn and I am so thankful for 
that. 

I need to say that all my teachers throughout primary school were so supportive and friendly, 
and taught me a lot. 

The camps were a lot of fun too, especially the Summit! I can’t believe how lucky I am to have 
gone to a school that was able to run these amazing experiences! 

Overall, I loved SSPS so much, and I will miss it so much. 

THANK YOU SSPS! 

!
MAX MONFRIES 

Hi my name is Max and I have been at Spensley Street for seven years. Over said years my 
teachers have been Sue, Emma, Jane, Jess and Prue.  

I have loved being at Spensley Street - the fetes, harvest festivals, the camps and most of all, the 
wonderful teachers and all my really great friends whom I will miss very, very much. If I could, 

I wouldn’t take back a second of all the amazing moments I’ve had here.  

Next year I will be attending St Michael’s Grammar, and even though I will have moved on, I 
will come back next year to visit all the wonderful fetes, fundraisers, harvest festivals and 

musicals. 

 

HOLLY SMALLACOMBE 

I love Spensley Street; it has given me some of the best memories and friends I have.  
I feel so lucky to be able to have gone to Spensley Street and I will miss everyone when I go to 
Carey next year, but most of all I will miss my teachers, Hannah, Anna Grace, Terry and Prue.  

Thank you all so much for helping me get through primary school. 

 

 

!  
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JAMES FIDDES 

I started at Spensley Street in 2012, in Prep. 

In Prep I was in Harry’s class and stayed 
there until Year 2. Harry’s class was a great 
class to be in because Harry was an 
awesome teacher and had some strange 
magic which made everything seem so fun. 
My friends Dom and Rafi were both also in 
Harry’s class and I’m sure we’d 
unanimously agree that Harry’s ukulele 
playing was great (this is part of the reason I 
started playing the guitar). We often sang 
songs so that the entire Area would just 
stop and listen. Harry’s was definitely the 
perfect class for me to be in for Prep to 2. 

After that I was in Georgia’s class. 
Georgia’s class was quite different because 
the learning was really stepped up now.  
I had to read chapter books regularly and I 
had to start learning my times tables. 
Georgia’s class had a very positive vibe 
because, I thought, the learning was on task 
and well done. I really enjoyed Georgia’s 
class, socially, because all of my friends 
from Year 2 were in that class and there 
was a great learning environment. 

At the start of Year 5, I went into Annie’s 
class. Annie’s class felt very easy to fit into 
as a Year 5 because a lot of the other Year 
5s didn’t know many people coming into 
the class (unless you were in Terry’s class). 
Also the style of learning that we did that 
year really suited me. I remember that year 
for the extensive P.E. sessions (yay) and 
being in the orchestra for the musical. 

Now this year I’m in Lucas’s class. This 
class I’ve felt has collaborated very well 
together and really supported each other 
throughout the year. The most memorable 
things that have happened this year are by 
far the glorious victory of the Sporty Sloths 
in the Monster Challenge at Year 6 camp, 
going to the Gateways Challenge and going 
to Regionals, representing Spensley Street 
for cricket.     

I have enjoyed all of my years at Spensley 
Street and hope to have the same 
experience at Ivanhoe Grammar. 

KOSTA PAPANAGIOTOU 

My time at SSPS 

Prep. On my first day of Prep I was so 
excited. I can remember being gutted when 

having to come home. I had also already 
known some of the kids in my class from 
Kinder and other things. My Prep teacher 
was Hannah and I always used to go on 

about how Hannah’s name spelt backwards 
was the same. 

Year 1. At the start of Year 1 I was really 
excited, because I knew that Ned Rath, one 

of my best friends, was going to be in my 
class. That year was a good year. It was 
also my first school camp. Although the 

weather was pretty bad, our class made fun 
out of it. 

Year 2. This year Ned and I moved up to 
Stephanie’s class in Area 4. At first I was a 
bit worried about it but I soon got used to 

it. That year I was elected to be part of the 
JSC but my family and I were away for the 

middle two terms on a trip around Australia 
in caravan. 

Year 3. This year I was put in Jane Dixon’s 
class. It had to be one of my best years. 

 I had so much fun, whilst learning of 
course. I think another reason I liked the 
class was because I had so many friends. 

Year 4. Year 4 also had to be one of the 
best years as well. My teacher was Jess who 

was always asking me when I make it to 
professional sport to mention her and the 

class as a funny joke. Well I think that was 
either her or Jane.  

Year 5. I was really hoping to go to Annie 
Neville’s class but I was put in a different 
class. I was put in Julie’s class and I liked 

that more over time. 

Year 6. Now I am in Year 6. I was pretty 
sad when Annie left so I couldn’t be in her 

class but I stayed in Julie’s class. Next year I 
am going to Ivanhoe Grammar. I am 

looking forward to it a lot.
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DAWN MOSHES-CHURCHES 

My name is Dawn, and I started primary school in 2011. My Prep-2 teacher was Kate, my Year 
3-4 teachers were Terry and Jane, and my Year 5-6 teachers were Tristan and Anna.  

When I was just starting school at four (and a bit) years old, I was super excited to join a "big 
kid's class". I was right to be excited as my first three years of school were awesome, filled with 

creative learning and awesome Spensley Street-y kinds of stuff. Kate Fay was a great Prep-2 
teacher, and really friendly and kind to all the little kids.  

Year 3-4 I started trying to learn everything about everything (who doesn't try that). My main 
teacher Terry McCarthy made everyone laugh and was great at teaching maths topics like The 

Robbie Method and Place Value.  

In Year 5 Tristan Kelly was my teacher. He helped me see the aspects of the curriculum that I 
enjoyed and was good at, and how I could pursue them further.  

My current Year 6 teacher is the fabulous Anna Vintila, who taught me to do my absolute very 
best and have a good attitude towards my learning.  

Thank you to all my primary school teachers. The journey towards high school has been 
fantastic. 

 

ABDIWAHID MOHAMED 

My name is Abdiwahid Mohamed (Abdi for short) and I’ve been at Spensley Street Primary 
School for four years (I was in Year 2 when I arrived). 

I walked into Stephanie Molan’s corner in Area 4. I was very shy at first. But then I started 
making friends quickly. Those friends were Surya Phipps, Kosta Papanagiotou, Finn 
McCreadie, Ned Rath, Lachlan Muraca, and Joe Vabre. It was so much fun when we went to 
Westgarth Cinema to watch the movie called Paper Planes. I also quite enjoyed the rotations 
that we had in Year 2. 2014 was a great year. It was a very nice first year experience. Thank 
you, Steph.  

In Year 3 I had the wonderful Jane Dixon. She was so funny as a teacher. Jane brought a 
special box that had flash cards and, on the front, it said 1100 words you need to know. So 
every day Jane would pick one word and would read the word and the definition. It was also 
the year I started intra-school sports. I was pretty bad at multiplication, so I had to take early 
lessons with Jane. I improved a lot. Thank you, Jane. 

In Year 4, I was in the same corner and same Area as the year before, but Jane wasn’t there. 
There was a new teacher, her name was Jess Cooper. She was also a great teacher like all the 
other teachers that I had. It was dress as your favourite book character day. Lots of people 
dressed as their favourite character. Jess dressed as the Gangsta Granny and she won us the 
Best Teacher Dressed as Their Favourite Character Award. For our present we got a special 
book. It was an interesting book called The Book with No Pictures. Overall, it was such a great 
year Jess. Thank you, Jess. 

My final two years of primary school were in Prue McCarthy’s corner. Prue is an amazing 
teacher - her love of learning, her caring for animals. And I’d like to thank Prue for getting me 
more comfortable around animals and learning to feed Lizzie, Penny, Sheldon and Duncan. 
Prue loves science so much. She is such a nice person to me. She is a very supportive teacher. 
Thank you, Prue. 

Spensley Street Primary School has been an amazing experience for me. All the great friends 
I’ve made, the teachers who have helped me learn (including the specialist teachers). I’ve had 
an amazing four years at Spensley Street, but I will always come back to visit



 
 
                        THE VOICE OF THE CLASS OF 2018!
!
!
SPIKE DOUGLAS 

I started at Spensley Street in Year 2. 

Everyone made it an easy transition. It took time to get used to the multi-age structure, but 
having all the other kids around you made it easy to make friends and settle in. 

During the five years I have been here I have only been to Area 1 and Area 2. My first year 
here was with Anna Grace, for Year 3–4 I had Georgia Vabre and for my last two years I had 
Prue McCarthy and all the wonderful class pets. 

Next year I am going to Northcote High School. Unfortunately I am not in a class with any 
Spensley Street kids, but I’m sure I’ll do fine. 

I’ll miss all my amazing friends and teachers. I will come and visit when I have the chance. 

 

EUAN CARTER 

I went to Thornbury Primary School until 
Term 4, Year 3, when I moved to Spensley 
Street. For the first term I was at Spensley 
Street my teacher was Mary. One of the 
only things that I can remember is that we 
went out to the park a lot and we got to play 
in the labyrinth near Merri Creek.  

My second year at Spensley Street I was in 
Chloe’s class. Chloe was very calm, and the 
class was nice to me, back then I made 
friends with people I’m still friends with 
today. When I started Year 5 I had Tristan as 
a teacher. Tristan was good, we played 
games all the time, we did lots of maths and 
the best thing was at lunch time and recess, 
if he had yard duty, Tristan would play 
basketball with me and my friends. He was 
and will be the best primary school teacher 
I’ve ever had. This year I have had Anna in 
Year 6.  One of the best things I’ve done this 
year was that I got into the extension maths 
where I learnt lots of things like algebra and 
how to use Excel.  

I will be going to Northcote High next year. 
I am a little bit excited about it.  Thornbury 
was fun, they had a great art teacher a great 
P.E. teacher, but I still like Spensley Street 
more. I can’t wait until the Year 6s play 
against the teachers for rounders, I know for 
a fact that we will win, like every year the 
Year 6s win. Some of my achievements are 
writing Spensley Street Kids Say Autism is 
Okay, getting best in the school for the 
maths competition last year and doing 
school tours. 

 

FLORENCE JEFFREY 

Hi! I’m Florence and you are reading about 
my time at this amazing school, SSPS! 

For 5 years I went to SS Philip & James 
Primary School in England, then I moved to 

Australia, and started at Spensley Street 
Primary School. 

My time at SSPS has been amazing! I had a 
smooth transition into Mary’s class for the 

last term of Year 3, and made so many great 
friendships. I then moved into Julie’s class, 

where I was in a 4, 5, 6 class, and stayed in 
Julie’s class for Year 5 as well. In Year 6 I 

moved to Anna’s class.  

Spensley Street has an amazing community, 
and as you walk into the school, everyone is 
so kind and welcoming. SSPS takes pride in 

its multi-age structure, which is unique to 
Spensley Street. The multi-aging provides a 

wonderful connection with all students, and 
your Area is like your second family. 

Spensley Street provides you with so many 
wonderful opportunities, some being: the 

musical, athletics day, Woorabinda or 
Somers (Year 5 camp), the Summit (Year 6 

camp, which is the BEST thing about Year 6, 
it is AWESOME), and SO many more! 

Next year I will be going to Northcote High 
School, where I will be participating in the 

ACE program. I will be sad to leave SSPS, 
but I am excited to advance into high 

school! Thank you to all of the teachers, 
staff, students, and everyone else who 

prepared me for the future, I am FOREVER 
grateful for you
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CALLIA MEADE 

My name is Callia and I started at Spensley Street in 2012 as a little Prep. I remember being so 
excited to be going to school, seeing my friends and learning new things. I have managed to 
carry that excitement with me every day as I wake up to go to school. 

Over the years I have had the best teachers life has to offer. Karen South in Prep to 2. Georgia 
Vabre in Year 3 and 4. Tristan Kelly in Year 5 and finally, Anna Vintila, to ready me for high 
school, in Year 6. 

I have loved every moment at Spensley Street and I wouldn’t change it for the world. Next year 
I will be going to Santa Maria College. Though very different to Spensley Street I’m looking 
forward to the opportunities it will give me.  

Thank you Spensley Street. 

FRANCES GRAHAM 

My experience at Spensley Street has been, let’s just say, amazing. It feels like it was only 
yesterday when I walked through the front gate feeling really nervous. I moved to Spensley 

Street in Year 2 from Alphington Primary School. I had no idea what was happening. Luckily I 
met so many great people that day.  

I will miss Spensley Street next year and the friends that I have made.  

Next year I will be going to Melbourne Girls College. 

I enjoyed everything that Spensley had to offer, my personal favourites were Chuck’s Garden, 
the musical, art, the fete, Glen Forbes camp and open time.  

I would like to give a special thank you to Anne, Gerard, Ruby, Abby, Mary, Julie and of 
course my friends! Thanks to Jane in the canteen, I love dem muffins. So far, I am at the point 

where I actually don’t want to leave primary school. I am sure this will change in the future, 
but for now I want to take in as much as I can. I love you Spensley Street and won’t forget you. 

KITTY O’NEIL 

At Spensley Street you are accepted for who you are. 

When I walk through the gates of school I feel confident and excited.  

I will always remember Anne dressed as Professor McGonagall, Gerard walking around with a 
toilet plunger and Jane in the canteen with her famous raspberry and white chocolate muffins. 

It was always fun and exhilarating when you got on the bus to go to Glen Forbes.  But Grade 6 
camp was the highlight of my school life.  

I have had some unique and fun teachers. 

Hannah was organized, calm and kind and encouraging with my hand writing.  Anna Grace 
was energetic, generous and a puppet genius. She would let you cuddle her teddies. 

Georgia was kind and thoughtful, firm yet fair. She also shared her obsession with the Louis 
Sacher book Holes. 

Prue was ‘gangster’ cool. She lurned uz gawd wif grammar ‘n stuff (ha!) and she knew when 
you needed a hug.  

I’m off to Princes Hill Secondary College which I’m excited about because I will meet new 
people and do fresh subjects. But I’m nervous about having new teachers and having to get to 
so many different classes. 

I’m grateful for all the lovely people I have hung out with over these past few years. Spensley 
Street is unique because there is a place for everyone.   
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GRACE PEARSON 

Throughout my time at Spensley Street I have had five different teachers. They have all been 
amazing and I wish I could bring them all to high school with me. At the same time, I am 
excited to have more teachers to experience. I am going to Northcote High School with a 
couple of my friends in the school but also friends from sporting activities. 

Harry Harrison was my Prep–2 teacher, the ukulele player who brought fun to every class. We 
learnt new songs to warm us up and to get us ready for the day. After the three years I had with 
Harry, I was ready for Year 3. 

In Year 3 I was in Jane Dixon’s class. With her jokes and her style, it was a blast. She made 
everything fun while also making sure we were doing our work. I’m sad to say I only had Jane 
for one year, but I was excited for the next chapter in my life. 

In Year 4 I had Jess Cooper as my teacher, I was nervous to have a new teacher but as soon as I 
met her I knew it was going to be a fantastic year. With the Star Wars loving teacher, we had 
so much fun joking around. But when it was time to work it was time to work. 

In Year 5 I had Tristian Kelly, I was anxious to be going into Year 5 but again I got used to him 
and ended not wanting the year to end. We all had fun talking to him about basketball and 
other sports. I’m sad to say he left so I ended up having a new teacher in Year 6 called Lucas. 

Lucas is my current teacher, he is always getting us to get our work done while having a joke 
along the way.  He has prepared me well for high school and I think I’ll do well in the years to 
come. 

I would just like to say that Anne Nelson has been there for me since I was five years old and 
has helped massively with my education, so I would like to say thank you to Anne. The thing I 
know about Anne is that if you ever want to get Anne’s attention yell out GO HAWKS!!!!!!!!!!!!  
and she will immediately give you an A+.  

I would also like to thank Lisa and all the After Care staff. The fun I have had there and the fun 
I will have until the end of the year is unbelievable. I will miss those yummy breakfasts as well 
as all you guys.  

I love all my teachers and am grateful that I could come to such an amazing school with great 
opportunities and I’ll be back every year for the fete and for the next 20 years. I hope to see 
you all in future years to come. 

 

 

CALLUM MARLOWE 

I have had an amazing time at Spensley Street and will be so sad to leave. I hope everyone else 
I know has the same experience I did. 

Thank you so much Spensley Street and all the teachers, students and every single other person 
who has helped me through my journey of primary school.

 

!  
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ABI QUIN 

Back in 2012, when I was a small and not at all insignificant Prep child, I started at SSPS, in 
Harry’s class. One of the first things I learnt was that I don't like people. Especially you, the 
reader. I learnt that quickly because there happened to be lots of people at SSPS. Side note: I’m 
worried that Fitzroy High School will have even more people. Harry’s class was great because 
we would learn totally random stuff like which days of the week were named after which 
Norse gods (which I still remember today). 

In 2015 (I think?) I moved to Georgia’s class to be in Years 3–4. Before going to Georgia’s 
class, I was scared of Georgia but it turned out she was a very nice person. And good at 
teaching maths. 

In 2017, I went to Prue’s class to be in Years 5 and 6. This was satisfying because it had meant 
I had been to the Areas 4, then 3, then 2, then 1. Also, Prue had animals. Prue was an 
awesome teacher and she let us do lots of cool stuff like coding and science.  

In 2019, I will be going to high school at Fitzroy. I will miss lots of parts of Spensley Street, like 
free time, the nice teachers and fun projects. I have made lots of friends at SSPS and I can’t 
wait for high school next year. 

!
MATTHEW ENGLISH 

I started at Spensley Street in 2012, with my 
teacher being Kate Fay in P-2.  In Years 3 
and 4 I had Terry McCarthy, Year 5 Tristan 
Kelly, and Anna Vintila for Year 6. 

On the first day I remember feeling pretty 
clueless and wanting to play with all the 
toys in the room, especially the rocket ship.  

My time at Spensley Street has been a bit 
up and down, but generally good.  I have 
helped write an autism awareness book 
that got published, been a J.S.C 
representative, a member of the sets and 
design crew for the musical, been to 
Division athletics and spoken at assembly 
many times. My favourite thing of all at 
Spensley Street has been camp!! I’ve loved 
it every time and never wanted to go home.   

Next year I’ll be going to Caulfield 
Grammar School and I’m super excited. 
Now that it’s the last week I’m feeling a bit 
sad that Spensley Street is going to be a 
memory.  I’m going to miss primary school 
but I’m ready to move on to a triumphant 
year of high school!! 

SUWINDI BUCKLEY 

My name is Suwindi and I arrived at 
Spensley Street Primary School in Term 3 of 

2014. Next year I am going to the Sports 
Academy at Maribyrnong College. I am the 

only one at my school going to 
Maribyrnong, so I am pretty nervous but 
super excited for the change and all the 

new beginnings. 

My time at Spensley Street has been 
extraordinary. I have made many friends, 

had wonderful experiences and have learnt 
a lot about myself and relationships with 

others. Some of my most memorable 
experiences include the fears I faced and 
overcame at Year 6 camp, the Musicals I 

took part in, which really built my 
confidence, and sharing the day-to-day 

journey of primary school with everyone.  

Life has thrown some tricky challenges 
for me in the last few years and school has 

been a great support. I mostly feel strong 
and ready for high school, but will be sad 

to leave my time here behind. 

MALI MILLINGTON 

Next year I am going to Fitzroy High.  

I went to Bell Primary School, then in 2013 I started as a Grade 1 at Spensley Street Primary 
School. I have made lots of friends. I have learnt lots and will be sad to leave. 
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MIRANDA HONEY 

My name is Miranda Honey. I started at Spensley Street Primary School in 2016, when I was in 
Year 4. Next year, I will be going to University High School and, although I am excited, I know 
I will miss Spensley Street very much. I have learnt so much and have had experiences that 
will benefit me forever, all because I have been at this amazing school.  

I’ve made some of the best friends I’ve ever had here, and I know I wouldn’t be the person I 
am now if I hadn’t met them.  

I’ve also had so much support from someone who has been my teacher for three years 
straight, Julie Liddell, and I can’t thank her enough for all that she’s done for me, academically 
and personally.  

I will always love Spensley Street and I will remember all the amazing memories I’ve made in 
this place for forever.

 

TEMI TOSCANO 

My time at Spensley Street overall has been 
amazing. I have so many fantastic 
memories from Spensley Street and it will 
always be amazing to remember them even 
when I’m in high school. It is incredible to 
think that seven years have just passed, and 
that high school is just around the corner. 

Year 6 to me has been my favourite and 
most outstanding year but I will always 
remember playing in What’s the Big Idea?, 
Grow Up! and Lost for Words. Lost for 
Words was my favourite musical because I 
got to be backstage and I definitely learnt a 
lot from my experience as a backstage 
member.  

Some of my other favourite moments at 
Spensley Street include all the Glen Forbes 
camps and being able to do amazing 
activities with my friends. Another was 
Year 6 camp where I enjoyed doing many 
activities such as the monster challenge, 
giant swing and abseiling. I have enjoyed 
all the athletics days and getting into 
Division for shot put and discus. Finally a 
recent event was Year 6 Dinner, which was 
incredible and a great way to end the year. 

Next year I am going to Albert Park 
College. I am mainly going there for their 
great academics and the accelerated 
program. Although I will miss Spensley  

 

 

 

Street a lot, I am really excited to go to high 
school next year. 

 

SURYA DEWA PHIPPS 

Greetings, earthlings! Wait a second, I’m 
an earthling, oh, and my name is Surya 
Dewa Phipps. Why did I just tell you my 
last name? Never mind, I started at 
Spensley Street in Prep… wow woo 
amazing! And guess what – I finished 
school in Year 6 – OMG, so amazing! 
Okay, enough messing around.  

When I started school I was… not so into it, 
but I didn’t hate it, so… I guess it was 
alright? Anyway, I’m now in Year 6. I only 
have one week left, whoop, whoop. I’m 
just messing with you, school was all in all 
pretty cool, I guess, yeah. Honestly, the 
thing I’m most proud of is being good at 
chess, ha, that’s a funny joke, Surya.  

Odds are nobody’s reading this and I’m just 
talking to myself, again. The people I’ll 
miss the most are Penny, Sheldon and 
Duncan. By the way, they aren’t actually 
people, they’re turtles. Duncan is my 
favourite because he’s just like me, stupid. 
I’ll also miss Lizzy the lizard, but not as 
much as the turtles because they’re so 
STUPID, it’s adorable. Anyway, you don’t 
need to know more about me so bye and 
don’t forget to wear your seatbelt. 
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SASHA BOESE-WONG 

To be honest I have not the slightest clue of to how I felt on my very first day of school, but 
thankfully I can still remember, without great intent quite a few general moods that I held. 
Now some say that ‘packing a whole autobiography of your time at SSPS onto a small sheet of 
paper is hard’, but thanks to my brain’s annoying habit to extinguish most memories that took 
place below the age of 9 it’s rather quite easy.     

Over my first three years at SSPS I was in Ash’s class, and I just genuinely found fun in most 
things. In Prep my only goal in life was simply to succeed in impressing the Year 2s, I never 
actually found out whether I passed that mark but at least now I have slightly more rewarding 
ambitions. Ash was an amazing teacher and it was a true shame when she left the school. The 
next two years felt a bit more like real school not just playing around which was momentarily 
disappointing but ended up being just as fun. 

Now at Year 3, I basically just followed the path of life and to be real it was surprisingly great, 
but being at the lower end of the age scale I was constantly in envy of the Year 4s. I spent this 
one year under the wing of Jane, my favourite teacher. In Chloe’s class I enjoyed watching dog 
videos, listening to stories about Chloe’s dog, and doing math with friends. Eventually the time 
came and I reached the peak of ‘try hard’ mode, this was my first legitimate exposure to feeling 
like a ‘big kid’. But this feeling was quickly diminished when I reached Year 5 in Tristan’s 
class. All that time as a Year 5 was plainly used for trying to get in on some of the Year 6 
gossip. Eventually though I converted back to playing football, and I substituted trying to hear 
the gossip for a new hobby of knowledge…knowledge of designer brands that is! Tristan was 
an amazing teacher, and he well and truly prepared me for Grade 6.  

And now that I’m here in Year 6 with Anna (thank you for introducing me to Tai Chi), I have 
sustained my liking of high fashion and I’m more than ready to spend my next six years in the 
Northcote ACE program.  

With this being said, I will still miss Spensley Street and all the amazing memories and 
experiences I collected here.            

 

JESSE THOMAS 

I love Spensley Street. The past seven years have been a blast.  

One of my favourite things about this school is how nice the teachers are.   

This is a snap shot of my school life. It all started in Hannah’s class in 2012, where I learnt how 
to read and write and I met lots of nice people. I had a speaking part in my first musical. It was 

“Is my sun smart hat in there? It’s got my name on it!”  Then Hannah had a baby and Anna 
Grace took over. In Year 1, I was a JSC rep and I went on school camp for the first time.  

Year 3 was the first time I moved classes. It felt like a big step that was both scary and 
satisfying. I had Georgia for the next two years. She was awesome and helpful. I also joined the 

school choir, SSS. In Year 4, I joined the school band and put effort into learning the guitar. 

In Year 5, I moved to Prue’s group in Area 1. I met new friends and they told me that is was 
okay to be weird. I also joined the orchestra and I played electric guitar in the musical. In Year 

5, I actually started to feel older after a prep called me a “Big Kid”.  

In Year 6, I joined the school band and played piano. Year 6 camp taught me to believe in 
myself more, and now - look at me, about to go into high school, with a bunch of great friends. 

The last two years of being a senior at Spensley Street have been great. I’ve loved having Prue 
and all of her animals, the teachers and my friends.  

Three words: That escalated quickly!     
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IMOGEN WOODGER  

Whew! I can’t believe that after seven amazing years at this school, I’m leaving. Although I feel 
like Year 6 was the most important year I’ve had here, let’s go all the way back to where it 
started.  

2012, Area 2, Hannah’s class. I was lucky enough to have my early-childhood best friend, 
Emily Tehan along for the journey with me. Although our extremely extroverted personalities 
contrasted on a daily basis, we still managed to maintain a relationship where we basically 
thought we were the queens of everything. You see, Em was a teacher’s daughter. Yep, that’s 
right, a teacher’s daughter. Luckily, early into the year we met Holly Smallacombe, who had 
the unique talent of bringing Em and me back down to earth, while remaining to be our 
wacky, yet caring best friend. Prep set up my whole school life and carried me into Year 1.  

Unfortunately, I remember literally nothing about 2013, but it seemed to set me up nicely for 
Year 2. Finally, we were the top of the junior hierarchy. Boy, were we happy to be there. My 
teacher had switched from Hannah, (who was off on maternity leave), to Anna Grace. She 
prepared me well, and in no time at all, I had moved on to Year 3. Together, Holly and I 
ventured on to Terry’s class, this time without Em. Although we were sad to be leaving our 
other best friend, it gave us the opportunity to find other friends, such as Viv, Jess, and another 
Holly. Plus, we re-acquainted with Greta, who had been in our Prep and Grade 1 classes. 

I remember being really proud of myself, because Year 3 was the first year in my school career 
where I hadn’t managed to break a bone. (Each time on the monkey bars, each time sending 
me to hospital.) Fortunately, I was too young to have an operation, otherwise that would have 
been a very eventful start to Prep. In a flash, 2015 had gone by, and I was back on top of the 
class in Year 4. Year 4 is where girls and boys start their intense, yet meaningless wars, but on 
the other hand, start feeling a responsibility to be a role model and its suddenly it’s a race to 
prove to each other who’s the most mature.  

The first five years of school feel the most challenging, and in some ways, they are. But in other 
ways Year 5 and 6 easily take the title. Although you have more of a responsibility, you also 
have a sense of freedom and power, being at the top of the school. Everyone starts to crave 
independence and begins to learn about the more distressing issues of the world. I stayed in 
Area 4 for Year 5 and 6, but had Annie in the first year, and Lucas in the second. Year 5 
probably had the best combination of independence and fun, so was right up there with my 
favourite year levels, but nothing could beat Year 6. This year, in 2018, I have encountered the 
lows of homework, (booooo), and the highs of Year 6 camp, graduation and new friendships. 
The loss of having neither Em nor Holly in my senior years, only opened more opportunities to 
make new bonds. 

I cannot put in words what a good school Spensley Street is, and how much it has helped me 
to overcome any past fears I have had. I can confidently say that Spensley Street is a one-of-a-
kind school, so for that, I say thank you to all of the staff, all of the students and most 
importantly any friends and classmates that I have encountered over my rollercoaster journey 
of a primary school. 

After recounting the past, all of the Year 6s will now move into the future, which will hold high 
school, (Ivanhoe Girls for me), and anything beyond that. It brings me to tears to say now, 
goodbye, and thank you to Spensley Street Primary School, and all the stories and memories 
that you hold.  

 

!  
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ZACHARY SUGAREVSKI-O’NEILL 

Spensley Street Primary School has been a great experience for me, always being able to learn 
new things and find out new ways to get around mathematical problems.  

Spensley Street has many great things about it, including how nice the teachers are and how 
good the education is, not focusing on anything in particular, not being biased towards some 
students, and teaching everyone more than what they need for high school. 

Next year, I will be going to Fitzroy High. I’m sure it will be a good school. I have gone to the 
Fitzroy High transition, and the school seems to have everything anyone would need. 

I will really miss Spensley Street Primary School, and all of the teachers and students in it. 

ROCKET DOUGLAS  

I started at Spensley Street in Year 2 after moving back to Melbourne from living in 
Castlemaine for two years. It’s a pretty big change, from out in the country to the city. 

Having to make new friends I thought would be harder, but everyone was so nice and 
comforting it made it so much easier. 

Spensley Street had such a good environment. My teachers have been, Karen, Terry, Annie and 
Lucas. I have been in every Area in the school. 

Next year I will be going to Northcote High School on St. Georges Road. I am very excited for 
Northcote High. I have some friends there already and some in Year 7 next year with me. 

I am going to miss all my wonderful mates from Spensley Street, I’ll miss all the teachers, and a 
big shout out to my main man, Dima. I thank all of you. 

 

LIAM CALLAGHAN 

Hi, my name is Liam Callaghan and I have 
been at Spensley Street Primary School for 
6 months (2 terms). I started primary school 
at Northcote Primary and I was there for 
most of my primary school journey. I thank 
my teachers there for helping me along the 
way and teaching me lots of cool stuff that I 
will be able to extend on for the rest of my 
life.  

At Spensley Street I only had one teacher, 
Lucas. Although I was only in his class for 6 
months, it felt like longer to me. He’s 
helped me across the semester by teaching 
me things I’ve never even thought I would 
be doing until high school.  

Overall, I thank all my teachers who have 
helped me along the way, and my friends 
for also helping me reach the end. Thank 
you. 

 

 

 

 

ISAAC LE COUTEUR   

I started at Spensley Street in Prep back in 
2012. My first teacher was Karen South in 

Area 2 and in Year 1 I performed in my first 
musical which was What’s the Big Idea? 

Then went up to Terry McCarthy’s class in 
Area 3, where I performed in my second 

musical called Grow Up! And, furthermore, 
I had the all-important role of a speaking 

part. In Year 4 Terry’s class moved down to 
Area 1. One year later it was the time for 

me to have a new teacher, that teacher 
came in the form of Prudence McCarthy in 

Area 1. In my third musical – Lost for 
Words – I was one of the keyboard players 
in the orchestra. In the same year I went to 
Somers Camp and had a great time on the 

giant swing and many more activities. 

Then came Year 6 in which I went to The 
Summit Adventure Camp on Year 6 camp. 

And Year 6 dinner for one last primary 
school adventure. Thank you, Karen, Terry 

and Prue, for helping me have a great time. 

I have loved all the Personal Learning 
Time, songs and robotics.
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ANOUK DANIEL 

My time at Spensley Street Primary School has been a mix of all emotions, but mostly I would 
describe it as fun, exiting and enjoyable. I am so grateful to have had such amazing teachers 

such as Kate (P–2), Mary (3), Chloe (4), Annie (5), and Lucas (6). 

Next year I am off to Wesley College and I can’t thank SSPS enough for preparing me for the 
future. I have loved it here and I will be sad to say goodbye.

VIOLET PEAKE 

I started my amazing seven years at SSPS in 2012, going into Prep. My teacher was the lovely 
Karen. She is an amazing teacher to have for your first years of primary school. She is caring 
and would always help me open my lunchbox when my tiny hands couldn’t. On my last day 
of Year 2, I cried because I didn’t want to leave such a great teacher.  

Since Karen I have had Jane, Jess and Prue. I loved Jane because she really made an effort to 
connect with us and would always make us laugh. Jess was always up for an interesting 
conversation about absolutely anything. Prue is an amazing teacher. I could not have asked for 
a better teacher for my final years of primary school. She is a selfless and kind person and is 
one of the best huggers in the universe. I was privileged to have such amazing teachers over 
the last seven years. 

After a tearful goodbye to Spensley Street PS, next year I will be attending Melbourne Girls’ 
College. I am excited to be going to such a great school with such a great community of 
people but I will miss SSPS more than anything. Over the next six years and the rest of my life I 
will cherish the memories I’ve made here.

ALEKS WARD 

I started at Spensley Street Primary School in 2012 as a Prep and I am going to Ivanhoe 
Grammar as a Year 7 in 2019. Overall, I have enjoyed my time in SSPS so much. The best 

thing for me was all the great friendships I made. 

On my first day at school, when I was about to leave, I remember being excited for the day. I 
was also nervous at the same time. I wore my favourite t-shirt and hat, which I lost within the 

term.  

During my seven years at SSPS my teachers were Julie, Georgia, Hannah and Anna Grace. 

The best thing about Spensley Street was when I went on Year 6 camp and the multi-age 
structure. This allows for a more efficient class because all the older kids have been in the 

younger kids shoes before, so they understand the way they learn.  My time at Spensley Street 
has passed so quickly. I have had so many great moments and have made many close friends 

and I am definitely going to keep in touch with them in the future. 

RAPHAEL HIMMELREICH 

I've been at SSPS since Year 3. My first teacher at Spensley Street was Mary, in Area 1. She was 
really nice because she let us go outside for games and she made learning easy.  

I then moved into Area 4 to Jess's class. She was fun.   

Prue has been my teacher for grades 5 and 6 in Area 1. She has been my favourite teacher 
because she helped me learn a lot in class. I'll miss her next year and I'll come back to visit. 

Anne is a really cool Principal She has always been friendly to me. 

Next year I'm going to Fitzroy High School. I look forward to doing the subjects there.  
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RORY WATSON 

I have been at Spensley Street since Prep.  

I have had an amazing time at Spensley Street, from going on my first camp in Year 1, to a 
whole week at Year 6 camp. I have learnt heaps over the years and have had so many 
opportunities. I love coming to Spensley Street every day to hang out with friends and learn 
new things. I think the open plan areas have been great because they give you the opportunity 
to talk to new people and people from different age groups.  

I will be going to Wesley College next year and I can’t wait but I will miss Spensley Street so 
much and it will always be special to me.

ALEC STAPLES 

Hi, my name is Alec Staples, I’ve been at SSPS for six years. I started in 2012 for my first day of 
school. I was really excited but nervous at the same time. My first teacher Ruby was great, she 

was really nice to me. I had Ruby for Prep and Year 1. 

For Year 2 I went to Castlemaine for one year. I went to Winters Flat Primary School and it was 
a great experience. I learnt how good Spensley Street is as a school, especially how good the 

education is. 

I came back to SSPS in Year 3 and I went into Mary’s class. She encouraged me with my 
writing and reading. In Year 4, I had Chloe who was really lovely to me. 

The year after that I had Tristan and I really liked him because he always took us out to P.E. 
and was a very good teacher. This year I’ve had Anna. She’s been really good transitioning me 

for high school and overall learning. 

Next year I’m going to Uni High with my other brothers. It’ll be very interesting because I don’t 
know a lot of people going to the school but I know I’ll make new friends.  

Spensley Street has been a very good and unforgettable experience. I thank all the teachers 
who taught me. I’ll never forget how good you were to me. Thank you.

 

DOMINIC JARMAN 

My name is Dominic Jarman and I started SSPS in 2012 with Harry’s group. Next year I am 
going to Northcote High School. 

In Prep I met my one of my best friends James F, and then in Grade 1, I met my other best 
friend Rafi M. But I have made many more friends throughout the years I have been here. 

One of my favourite parts of school is camp because I get to bond more with my classmates.  

Another thing I like about SSPS is the Tempting Fete and I have never missed one because it’s 
always amazing. 

The graduation dinner was one of the greatest nights in my entire life where we ate amazing 
food, sung, and got a book of our choosing. 

I’m really going to miss all my friends and the Spensley Street community when I go to high 
school, but I know I can come back for the Fete.

!  
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ESME KEEN 

I have been at SSPS for seven years but it still doesn’t feel like I should be leaving yet. I started 
as a Prep in 2012, with Ruby Proctor as my teacher. I had Ruby for two and a half years until 

she had a baby.  

Then for 2 terms of Year 2, I had Abby Whitham. I had the very flamboyant Mary Portesi for 
Year 3 and I can still remember many stories of hers such as the Choo, Choo Bar and the 

Bloody Finger. Then for my last three years of primary school, I’ve had the amazing, crazy, 
funny and very dramatic Julie Liddell. Julie was the one who was always there for me and she 

gave great bear hugs when I was feeling down. I can’t thank her enough! 

Next year I will be attending Melbourne Girls’ College and I’m so excited, extremely happy 
and lucky to be going there, but I will always be vouching for Spensley Street Secondary 
School! I have made so many friends and memories inside the grounds of SSPS and even 

though I will not be coming back here five days a week anymore, there’ll always be a part of 
me somewhere in SSPS. 

Thank you sooooo much Spensley Street, I love you and always will! 

 

JEAN TWOMEY 

I started at Spensley Street in Prep in 2012. I was in Harry’s class in Area 4. My big buddies 
were Coco and Tatum. I remember that I forgot Tatum’s name a lot on my first day. I cried in 
the morning of my first day. I stayed there for Year 1, which is when I got my first Prep buddy. I 
didn’t like being a big buddy at all, and thought it was totally overrated. That said, it probably 
taught me to think about how they are feeling. My first “shops” was in Year 1 and I can recall 
squealing as I tried on the clothes shop’s paper undies! My dad could hear me from the back 
gate. 

In Year 2 my class moved to Area 3. I barely remember anything about the move except for 
playing on the couch cushions. I got in trouble for kicking people’s feet under the table and I 
got moved because I talked too much. If I think about my time in Area 3, I immediately think 
of Pirate Maths when not all of my team were at school and I was in a group with one other 
person. I liked it because we were in a privileged group with only two people, we could move 
faster and get more treasure. I also remember Harry getting side-tracked a lot. At first we were 
doing maths and suddenly we were learning the meaning of the word side-tracked. But despite 
what people may think, this was great because we would learn lots of cool things (just not 
necessarily maths).  

In Year 3 I moved all the way down to Area 2 in Georgia’s class. I was a bit scared of Georgia 
at first, because all I knew of her was her on the loudspeaker telling people to do yard duty, 
and I did not like yard duty. But she turned out to be an amazing teacher. Years 3 and 4 were 
different to Prep to 2 because suddenly I had to write in paragraphs, use margins, and save 
things on the computer.  

Finally, I have had the pleasure of moving to Prue’s class in Area 1. My first impression of 
Prue’s class was “Cool, animals!”. But whatever I thought of the animals, I think what really 
won me over was the lolly snake I got on my first day. I like Prue because I always know 
exactly what is going on, she gives us a bit of slack and we do brain breaks every morning. 

Next year I am going to Collingwood College. I want to thank all the amazing teachers at 
Spensley Street for teaching me and I will miss it heaps! 
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DECLAN MCMULLEN 

Next year I’ll be going to Marcellin. I have really enjoyed my time at Spensley Street. I’ve had 
lots of opportunities, met some great people and had amazing teachers. I’m excited for high 
school except I will really miss primary school. 

I started off in Ruby’s class. She was a great teacher, was really fun, and gave me a great view 
on Spensley Street. When I was going into Year 2, Ruby had a baby so Abby took over and was 
my teacher for a year. Her way of teaching was really fun and enjoyable and she always told 
us about New Zealand which was interesting.  

Then going into Year 3, I had Mary who would take us out for walk/run of the cross country 
course every Friday morning, which I loved. Then I moved to Chloe’s class, she was a new 
teacher at the time so no one knew what she was going to be like. It turned out she was one of 
the best teachers ever, she was tons of fun.  

Then I went into Year 5 which was with Annie. Everyone knew Annie was renowned for being 
a great teacher, so I was excited going into her class. And, as I expected, she was 
extraordinary. Sadly, Annie announced at the end of the year she was moving to another 
school in Preston.  

Finally going into Year 6, the top of the school, I got another new teacher. The first thing I 
heard was that he was a personal trainer and I loved sport. It turned out that Lucas was great, 
was really fun on Year 6 camp and really cared about our learning. 

In conclusion, over my seven years at Spensley Street I have really enjoyed it. I have loved 
having all the opportunities to learn and lots of fun memorable times. I have made some really 
great friends and I hope I can still catch up with them in the future.  

I will miss Spensley Street heaps.  

 

LOLA MORGAN 

If my experience at Spensley Street Primary School has taught me anything: it is that our time is 
short.  

When I look back on my time now, of course I say that it was short. That’s how time works. If 
you look at a lengthy event in the past, you have no ground to stand on when it comes to 

comparing time and it seems as if it was yesterday. Our time is a reward and we must use it 
wisely. Enough about time, though. I can’t get caught in one concept or we’ll be here all day!  

Spensley Street was, in a word, phenomenal. It is an inclusive, bubbly and happy school. I 
would choose ‘SSPS’ over every other primary school in Victoria (because I’ve visited so 

many). 

One of the many things that Spensley Street has taught me is to accept and celebrate 
difference, to know that diversity is something to be embraced. 

I would like to personally thank the following people: Kate Fay, Terry McCarthy, Julie Liddell, 
Anne Nelson, Luisa Gauci, Louise Kent, Pam West and Gerard Molan. Without these people I 

would not be the person I am today. Cheers. 

I hope that I have impacted on this school in a way that lets me look back and say: “I was there 
when…” because so many things have happened in my time that really made their mark on 

Spensley Street. 

All the friends I’ve made, all the songs I’ve sung, and all the things I’ve learnt under one roof. 
Our shared pasts unite us as we step forward as individuals. 
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JESSIKA ALBERGO 

I started at Spensley Street at the end of Prep in 2012, when Julia Gillard was the Prime 
Minister. I started Prep in Canberra at O’Connor Cooperative School. O’Connor Cooperative 
was a kinder to Grade 2 school. It was a small campus. Then I came to Spensley Street and it 
felt a lot bigger. When it was my first day I told Mum I felt small and invisible compared to 
everyone else, but now I don’t feel like that at all. 

During my time at Spensley Street, my teachers were: Ash Cole (funny and kind), Terry 
McCarthy (really fun and musical), Annie Neville (laughed a lot, nice and funny) and Lucas 
Kilmartin (who pushed me to do well). 

Some things I’ve learnt at Spensley Street are: how to be a good friend; that you don’t have to 
be right to be good at things (like maths or grammar); how to be inclusive; and how to get help 
when you need it. 

I have met so many great people through Spensley Street.  I will miss the people who have 
supported me through the years: my friends, the teachers and support staff. 

For many of my years at Spensley Street, I was in before and after care every day. Lisa put on 
lots of fun activities to keep us occupied, such as movies, dancing, heads-up, board games, 
puzzles and more. They were great times with friends. 

I will always remember Spensley Street as a very diverse and inclusive school. I’ve always felt 
that Spensley Street was an accepting environment. I am proud that Spensley Street kids write 
and create their own musical. 

I’m leaving Spensley Street with great memories, such as the dress up days and all the times 
after the Fete with my friends Holly W and Tessa: 

 Wandering around in the playground after dark, whilst our parents worked away. 

 Spinning around on the dollys (little wheely things that you use to move furniture), 
pretending that we lived on an island, and sitting on top of bags of clothes. 

 Choc-tops for helping out! 

Next year I am going to Fitzroy High School. I am nervous about going to high school because 
it’s just like starting Prep all over again, but with teenagers. 

You’ll always have a special spot in my heart, Spensley Street.

CARLOS KERMOND MARINO 

I will be going to Fitzroy High next year. I started at Spensley Street in Year 2 and was in 
Harry’s class. One thing I remember from that first year was Pirate Maths with Harry, and how 

he made it really fun. 

I’ve really enjoyed Spensley Street over the past five years. I’m a lot more confident and 
happier than when I started. I think something that’s different about Spensley Street is that the 

teachers are a lot more supportive and they have had a big impact on me. 

I’ve had a great last year at Spensley Street. In Year 6 I really enjoyed the Solar Boat Challenge, 
the Year 6 Camp and the Dinner. Our meetings with Anne have helped me a lot to get ready 

for high school.  

Some things that I am proud of from my time at Spensley Street are how much I have worked 
with younger kids and how I’ve become a lot happier and a better learner. 

To any parent out there, I’d say Spensley Street is a great school and a great place to watch 
your children grow. 



! ! !
                         THE VOICE OF THE CLASS OF 2018!

HOLLY WILLIAMSON 

My name is Holly Williamson and I started at SSPS in 2012. I don’t remember Prep Transition 
or my first day but what I do remember is that as soon as I walked through the doors of Area 1, 
I knew I would be happy there. I had a few friends from my Kinder, ELC (Early Learning Centre) 
and I loved my teacher, Kate. 

Next came Year 3 when I was moved into Area 3. I had Terry and we always went out for P.E. 
and it was normally Dodgeball. Every Friday we had Deb come in and she always brought an 
‘Odd- Spot’ with her. The year after that, I still had Terry, but we had moved back into Area 1. 
We didn’t have Deb that year. Instead I had Jane come in every Monday and Terry every other 
day. 

I was really excited about going into Year 5. I was nearly at the top of the school, I had loads of 
friends and some of my other friends from Prep-2 were in my class too. That year I was in Area 
4 with Annie. 

Then came my final year, which I was actually dreading. At the beginning I didn’t want to 
leave primary school and leave all my friends!  

That year I had Lucas and was still in Area 4. That was the year I decided I wanted to go to 
MGC so myself and a few other girls from SSPS went to answer the questions. They were all 
about S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Maths). I remember the 
anticipation as I ripped open the letter showing where I was going next year. I had been 
accepted! 

Overall, SSPS has been a wonderful experience for me with loads of opportunities along the 
way. I would like to specially thank Kate, Terry, Deb, Jane, Annie and Lucas for making my 
journey easy and fun. 

Thank you Spensley Street! I will miss you next year and I promise to come back every once in 
a while. 

MATISSE CHALKLEY   

I have been at Spensley Street Primary School since 2010 until now. That means that I have 
been at school for eight years, but those eight years have been awesome! 

In Prep to Year 2, my teacher was Ash O’Brien. She was an amazing teacher and she helped 
me learn my alphabet and numbers and lots more. Emma Attard was my buddy. She was so 

kind and caring and we became very good friends. I liked to play with her Year 2 friends, but I 
also had lots of my kinder friends in my class. It was a great start to school! 

In Year 3 to 4, my teacher was Georgia Vabre. She was so helpful and amazingly supportive to 
me. She was one of my favourite teachers. She helped me learn that being Dyslexic was okay 

and she could help me get back up to my grade. All that I needed to do was to try a little 
harder than everyone else, and I did. 

In Year 5, I had Annie Neville. She was so kind and caring and knew what I needed to work on 
to help me…I love her for that as a teacher and a friend! She is also the mother of one of my 

best friends, Emily. It was a bit awkward at first, but it was okay at the end. 

In Year 6, I had a new teacher to the school, Lucas Kilmartin. He was my first male teacher and 
is awesome! At the start, it was a bit tricky because he had just come to the school and I had 

just had the best teacher ever the year before, but he soon picked up the Spensley Street vibe. 
He is so kind and caring and I would like to thank him so much for helping me to get prepared 

for Ivanhoe Grammar without any worries about high school. 

Thank you to all my teachers. I hope that one day I can make Spensley Street Primary School 
proud of me. Thank you so much.
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JAMES TULK 

Next year I will be going to Northcote High. I have been at Spensley since Prep and I have 
loved every second of it - the people, the subjects, inter school sports, intra school sports - 
everything.  

My home group has only ever been in Area 2: I was in Hannah’s class for Prep to one, Anna 
Grace’s class for Year 2, then in Year 3/4 I was in Georgia’s class. Now, in Year 5/6, I am in 
Julie’s class.  

All my teachers have been absolutely amazing. I have learnt so much during my time at 
Spensley Street, made so many wonderful friends, had so many breathtaking experiences.   

I wouldn’t be the same person without Spensley Street.  

Thank you. 

 

RAFI MARLOW 

I started at Spensley Street in Year 1, Term 2, 2013. I used to go to another school but moved 
to Spensley Street because of bullying.  

Next year I‘m going to Templestowe College. 

The teachers I’ve had (in order of appearance) have been Harry, Georgia, Jess, Tristan and 
Anna. They’ve all been great.  I’ve made friends during this time including, Dom, James and 

Max, who are funny, if a bit odd.  

One of my favourite memories from Spensley Street is my first fete when I spent ALL my money 
on lollies (I was 7).  

Anyway my point is; I love Spensley Street, the people I’ve met there and I wouldn’t take back 
a second of my time at this school. 

 

MYRSINE DEMAISON  

Spensley Street has always played a big role in my life, and not just a place for my education.  

More than that. Whether the first or the last time I walked through those doors, year after year, 
it would fill me with joy. ! How, whatever happened, I knew that there would always be 
somewhere, somewhere that hosted the best musicals. That, at the end, you would always find 
yourself humming along to a catchy tune. You might remember that last year, I played a big 
part, Jackie Jones!? How when we all sang the finale, the big smiles on our faces? That’s 
something that only SSPS can make you feel.  

Then there’s the fete. The place that you go sugar-high and go crazy, searching through all the 
clothes, books and toys. ! 

You know that feeling, when you go somewhere new. “Will I make friends? Will I be “cool”? 
What if I’m a loner?”. Well, I actually never felt that at SSPS. I know it sounds cheesy, but it’s 
true: at SSPS, there’s a place for everyone.  

So, this year I have made and lost friends, but that’s life. What’s more is how happy my friends 
have made me feel. (That includes you too teachers!). Some other schools are great but SSPS is 
greater. ! 

Next year I’ll be attending Northcote High, a great school it seems. When I’m older, SSPS will 
always have a special place in my heart.  
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VIV RYAN BOAKES 

I started at this school in Ruby's class, and was in her class for 2 years - Prep and Year 1.  
I don't remember much because it was a long time ago.  

Then I moved on to Stephanie’s class for a year in Year 2. I remember bits and pieces - playing 
Capture the Flag in the playground stands out to me.  

After that I was in Terry's class for Year 3-4. A stand out memory from Terry's was sitting on the 
carpet, singing along to songs whilst Terry played the guitar. 

And then for my final years of primary school I was in Prue's class. I have had a fantastic time 
and I have enjoyed the last two years very much. 

I am excited for my next experience at Fitzroy High, but Spensley Street will always be in my 
heart. 

!
!

MOLLY HYLAND 

My time at Spensley Street has been amazing. I’ve had so many fantastic teachers and my 
friends have been wonderful. This school’s vast range of opportunities have been epic and I 

was lucky enough to have experienced those opportunities such as Somers Camp, Solar Boat 
and Year 6 camp. Year 6 graduation was definitely worth waiting 7 years for and so was 

Orientation Day. That was probably one of the best days of my life.  

As our school is unique, I feel proud of stating that I go to Spensley Street. Throughout my 
years at here I have learnt so much and the teachers’ encouraging attitude has made me push 

myself to the limit.  

A special thanks to all my teachers throughout my 7 years at Spensley Street.  

Next year I will be attending Melbourne Girls’ College. I’m excited to have a change and live a 
new life. I can’t imagine life without Spensley Street.  

Thank you to all the people who have helped me to be me. I love this school so much and I 
will miss it next year.  

GEMMA TOEWS 

I started at Spensley Street in 2012 and on my first day I was really nervous. When I got into 
my classroom, the Year 1 to 2s were really kind and caring to me and made me feel way more 
comfortable. 

I like that SSPS care about the environment and have a Green Team. At SSPS the teachers have 
been really supportive, kind, caring and fantastic. 

The teachers that I’ve had were really good at explaining things and they also teach you a lot 
and sometimes challenge you. They also help if you’re stuck on something you don’t know the 
answer to.  

What I also like about SSPS is that I was never bullied and I never saw anyone been bullied at 
SSPS.  

The other things I like is that you get a lot of opportunities to participate in Athletics, Cross 
Country, Swimming, Maths Challenges and loads more.  

The Aftercare program is fantastic. At Afters they have loads of fun activities and the carers are 
very kind and caring.   

Next year I will be attending Fitzroy High School.  

I will miss SSPS and will always have many fond memories. 
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PASCAL UXO WILLIAMS 

I started at Spensley Street in Prep, way back in 2012. Next year I will be attending 
Northcote High School. The thing that I am the most excited about are all the opportunities 
that there will be for sport and for music in year seven. 

During my first three years, my teacher was the cheerful Ash in Area 1, who was always very 
supportive and a great teacher.  

When I moved into Year 3, I had Jane in Area 4, who I will always remember for having such a 
great sense of humour.  

In Grade 4, I had Chloe in Area 3. Chloe helped me extend myself in maths, which is now my 
favourite subject.  

In both Years 5 and 6 my teacher has been Julie and I’ve learned about writing and getting 
ready for high school.  

The best thing about Spensley Street is all the opportunities for sports. In year 4, I went all the 
way to region for high jump. Both this year, and last year, I went to division soccer.  

Thank you Spensley Street for everything you’ve taught me, and goodbye! 

 


