
Assessment at  
Spensley Street 

FACT SHEET 
This fact sheet aims to present information about assessment  

- what it is and why it’s important - as well as information about the range 
of assessments used at Spensley Street Primary School. 

https://www.ssps.vic.edu.au/ 

What is assessment? 

Assessment of students’ learning is a fundamental part of 
an effective teaching and learning program in every 
classroom, in every school.  

Assessment is how teachers gather information about each 
student’s learning so that they can identify what students 
know, understand and can do. Teachers use this 
information to plan future teaching, target students’ needs 
and improve their learning. 

Assessing students’ learning allows teachers to give 
feedback to their students and report on student progress to 
parents and carers. 

Teachers at Spensley Street spend a lot of time selecting 
quality assessments, gathering accurate information about 
learning and preparing detailed evidence-based student 
reports that are given to parents and carers twice a year.  

The information gathered through the assessment process 
is used by the school to analyse the needs of its students. 
This information is shared twice a year with the Victorian 
Department of Education and Training. 

The principles of assessment 

The Spensley Street Assessment and Reporting Policy 
states that assessment practices at the school gather 
information about student development, taking into account 
the whole child and the complexity of learning and learners.  

Assessment should be ongoing and related to learning 
goals, to the school’s teaching and learning programs, and 
to Victorian Curriculum standards. 

Most importantly, assessment should lead to improved 
teaching and learning.  

 

The assessments we use at Spensley Street 

Our teachers use many different ways to gather information 
about their students’ learning.  

Our assessments range from informal, on-going 
observations and checklists to formal, standardised tests. 
Assessment happens every day in every classroom. All 
teachers follow the school’s Assessment Schedule, where 
particular assessments are carried out at particular year 
levels each term.  

 

Students are involved in assessment through a process 
called self-assessment. This encourages students to reflect 
on and monitor their own learning, and it informs their own 
future learning goals. 

Teacher made tests 

Teachers regularly assess student learning using tests. 
Often they create their own assessments to test students’ 
knowledge before and after they teach a particular topic (we 
call these “pre- and post-tests”).  

These tests give teachers very useful diagnostic information 
about what a student knows and what they need to learn 
next. 

One-to-one assessments 

Teachers gain detailed information about a student’s 
reading, writing or numeracy understandings by conducting a 
1:1 interview or observation such as the English Online 
Interview and the Maths Assessment Interview.  

Reading assessments (published by Fountas and Pinnell) 
are used at all year levels to obtain detailed diagnostic 
information about our students’ reading and comprehension 
skills. The results from these assessments can be compared 
to those of same-age students in other schools.  

Online tests  

Standardised tests allow us to compare the performance of 
our students against those in other schools. Some of these 
tests are available online, which gives teachers information 
very quickly. 

Spensley Street teachers use Essential Assessments and 
Progressive Achievement Tests (P.A.T.) with all students in 
Years 2 to 6 to assess and monitor mathematics knowledge, 
and we also use Essential Assessments to gain more 
information about reading progress. 

The results of on-line tests are available immediately, and 
can be used diagnostically (to identify gaps in learning), as 
well as to confirm teachers’ judgements about student 
achievement levels.                                          

Teachers use information about their students’ achievements 
in regular Mathematics and Spelling Professional Learning 
Team meetings (PLTs) to plan targeted teaching for specific 
achievement levels and to monitor the impact of their 
teaching. They also use assessment information to create 
learning goals with students, 

Collecting information via online assessments allows the 
school to monitor student progress over time, and to identify 
students who need specific extension or support.  
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Other assessments 

Writing  

Teachers examine their students’ writing samples to 
make judgements about the quality of their writing. They 
work with their colleagues to compare writing samples 
against the Victorian Curriculum Standards. This 
collaborative process takes place twice each year and is 
known as moderation. 

Writing samples provided by the education department 
and available online, also enable teachers to assess the 
achievement of students against clear criteria.  

At Spensley Street we collect samples of students’ 
writing over time, to add to the education department 
samples. These samples illustrate satisfactory, below-
satisfactory and above-satisfactory achievement 
standards at each year level.  

Spelling 

In 2019, Spensley Street has introduced the Promoting 
Literacy Development (PLD) Spelling program. PLD is 
used across the whole school to analyse students’ 
spelling abilities and their learning needs, to monitor 
progress and to identify students who require additional 
assistance in this area.  

Other learning areas 

Our school philosophy states that Spensley Street 
Primary school aims to develop thoughtful, 
knowledgeable and caring young people who become 
active lifelong learners.  

When our teachers write their students’ reports, they 
consider all areas of a student’s learning and 
development.  

Teachers use a range of assessments – observations, 
assessment tasks, rubrics, checklists against goals and 
criteria - to evaluate student progress in all areas of the 
curriculum.  

This includes students’ social and emotional 
development, the arts and language skills, physical 
education, science, inquiry skills and ICT skills.  

 

 

READ MORE 

SSPS Assessment and Reporting Policy – on the policy 
page of the school website:  

SSPS Assessment and Reporting Policy  

SSPS School Council statement about NAPLAN – on 
the assessment page of the school website: 

School Council Statement 

What the VCAA (Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority) says about NAPLAN – on the VCAA website:  

VCAA NAPLAN page 

 

NAPLAN 

The National Assessment 
Program - Literacy and 
Numeracy is a series of 
four assessments – 
Reading, Writing, 
Language Conventions and 
Numeracy – for students in 
Year 3 and Year 5. They 
are national tests, 
completed over three days 
in May each year.  

NAPLAN results are 
available in September 
when parents receive 
individual reports showing 
their child’s results on an achievement scale for each 
assessment area, and comparing these to the national 
average.  

Contrary to many people’s belief, NAPLAN results form 
no basis for selection into secondary schools. 

THE SCHOOL’S POSITION ON NAPLAN 

Each year the school informs our community about the 
assessments we use at Spensley Street and about 
NAPLAN.  

The decision about whether a child sits the NAPLAN 
tests, or is withdrawn, is made by parents and carers. 

Here are some of the staff and School Council concerns 
about NAPLAN tests: 

 The results of NAPLAN tests are not useful for 
teachers in planning for future learning or reporting to 
parents because of the long period between sitting the 
tests (May) and getting the results (September). 

 NAPLAN assessments are given “high stakes” status 
within the national education system, so many schools 
feel pressure to spend considerable class time 
preparing for the tests. Teachers often spend extra 
time teaching areas that are tested by NAPLAN, i.e. 
‘teaching to the test’. Ultimately the curriculum become 
narrower as important skills, such as creativity, 
problem solving and social awareness are not valued. 

 Data collected and published about schools (by state 
and national governments) is based heavily on 
NAPLAN results, which only cover English and Maths. 
This data doesn’t take into account the rich 
assessment information that our teachers gather about 
student progress in a wide range of learning areas. 

 NAPLAN results can be used to rank students, schools 
and states on the basis of limited information. 

 Again, because these tests are considered so 
important (by the education system), some students 
experience negative feedback about their skills and 
abilities, which can affect their self-confidence and 
motivation to learn. NAPLAN particularly 
disadvantages students with E.S.L. backgrounds, and 
those with learning difficulties.  

 The majority of NAPLAN test papers are limited to a 
multiple-choice format. In addition, the content of the 
tests is often not aligned with what is being taught in 
our school’s rich teaching and learning programs. 
NAPLAN results are not a reliable representation of a 
student’s learning. 

If you would like to know more about any aspect of 
assessment, including NAPLAN, we invite you to 
speak to Anne, Georgia or to your child’s teacher.      

 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/bb5a62_609dbc167fd34057be16aeb7b0c786c6.pdf
https://www.ssps.vic.edu.au/admissions
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/prep10/naplan/parents/index.aspx

