
IMPORTANT DATES 

Term 3  

15 July—20 September 

 

 
BOOK WEEK 
19—23 August 
“Reading is my Superpower” 
 

Tuesday 27th August 

Excursion to Healsville (P-2) 

 

Tuesday 27th August 

Athletics Day (Yr 3-6) 

 

Tuesday 17th September 7:30pm 

Yr 1 & 2 Camp info meeting 

 

SPENSLEY STREET PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

www.ssps.vic.edu.au 

E: ssps@ssps.vic.edu.au 

P: 9481 4666 (office) 

THE MUSICAL, FRAMED 

We are all very proud of our 2019 musical, Framed. It was so much fun. I couldn’t be 
happier that, after watching so many musicals from backstage (and co-directing a 
couple when I was Assistant Principal), I finally got to be on stage. Thank you to 
everyone for being such an enthusiastic audience.  

Students, staff and many families worked extremely hard to make the musical such 
a success. Students were involved in all aspects of the production and their pride 
and enjoyment was evident throughout the whole process.  

I would particularly like to acknowledge the dedication and generosity of all 
Spensley Street staff members.  

Thank you also to the community for their wonderful and much appreciated 
assistance and support.  

Did you buy a program? We still have a bundle of programs so please come past the 
office and get one. It’s a great way to remember Framed, and to see all of the 
contributions that everyone made to the production. 

Each of the shows was filmed and we will have the order forms in the Bulletin very 
soon.  

Thank you to those who have given us photos of the show. We hope to publish 
them in future Bulletins. Make sure you come into the foyer and walk right around 
the multi-purpose room to see the stunning display of musical sets and props. We 
love them so much – we just had to keep them on display! Thank you to Daniel for 
his skilled arrangements.  

 

WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING?  

This week is Book Week. All of the classes have been celebrating books. The Prep-
Year 2s have each made a cape, in keeping with the Book Week theme, Reading is 
My Superpower! Watch out for them at Assembly on Monday.  

Yesterday, author Micheal Gerrard Bauer visited Spensley Street to speak to the 
Year 5/6s. Thankyou Alistair for organising this. 

As part of Book Week celebrations, I was honoured to be invited as surprise reader 
to all of Area 4 today. 

The Year 6s are starting their Solar Boat preparations this week. They will work 
together twice a week for the next seven school weeks until they race their boats at 
Scienceworks on Saturday, 19 October.  

On Tuesday next week we are holding the School Athletics Day for Years 3-6, while 
the Prep-Year 2s are heading to Healesville Sanctuary for the day. It will be a very 
quiet day at Spensley Street. I'm looking forward to my day at Healesville, while 
Gerard and Georgia are heading to the George Knott Athletic Field in Heidelberg Rd!  

Terry needs lots of parents and carers to volunteer their time on Tuesday for 
Athletics Day. Fingers crossed that the sun peeps through – in Clifton Hill and 
Healesville.   

22 August 2019 

Term 4 

Solar Boat  

Saturday 19 October 

Fete  

Saturday 26 October 

Year 6 Dinner  

Tuesday 10 December 

Save The Date 

Saturday 30th of November 2019 

7.30pm 

As some of you may be aware, Anne 

and Gerard are retiring this year. So 

in fabulous Spensley Street style, we 

are going to celebrate all things Anne 

and Gerard with a Great Big Party in 

the multi purpose room. 

All current and former parents and 

friends welcome. All adult former 

students welcome. Please spread the 

word.   

And if you have any ideas or can help 

on the day (this is post-fete after all), 

please contact Marion on 

0408402115  



THE GARDEN 

We are excited to announce that the school’s edible gar-
den will be cared for by Reba Aldous.  

Reba has been a parent at Spensley Street for more than 
10 years and she works with us as an integration aide.  

Reba will be working in the garden every Friday, starting 
from tomorrow! She’ll be maintaining the garden, 
planting, composting and watering. She will be encourag-
ing children to spend time with her on gardening tasks at 
recess and lunch times on Fridays, as well as on the other 
days that she’s working here. 

Reba will be organising a watering roster for January.  

Stop by the garden in the coming weeks (Spring is nearly 
here!) and say hi to Reba.   

 

 

 

WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECKS 

Following lots of discussion at Ed Pol meetings, staff 
meetings and School Council meetings, we have decided 
to introduce a change to our Working with Children Check 
requirements.  

From the start of Term 4, we will require parents and car-
ers attending overnight camps to have a current Working 
with Children Check. This will apply only to overnight 
camps.  

Under our existing arrangements (and the legislation) oth-
er people who require checks are those who are NOT a 
parent or carer of a child participating in the particular 
activity (where the adult is volunteering). This requirement 
has not changed – you still need a WWC card if you volun-
teer for an activity where your own child is not partici-
pating.  

The check is free for volunteers and you can apply by fol-
lowing the link. We know that many adults in our commu-
nity already have WWC cards, especially if they are in-
volved in community sport. 

Next week we will provide you with information about 
how to register your details with the school. 

This is notice for volunteers who would like to be consid-
ered to attend the Year 1&2 camps in October.  

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/individuals/
applicants/how-to-apply 

 Thankyou to everyone who participated in the discussions 
leading up to our decision about Working With Children 
Checks. 

TEMPTING FETE 

 

Fete meetings continue throughout the term. There is a 
strong team taking on many of the major roles and there 
are still some significant gaps. The next Fete meeting is 
next Tuesday, 27 August. We’d love you to come along 
and join the team effort. See you in the staffroom at 
7pm. 

 

A COUPLE OF REMINDERS ABOUT AFTER SCHOOL 

At the end of the school day we ask you to leave the Are-
as promptly and don’t allow your children to linger on 
the computers. Teachers are still working so they need 
quiet work spaces.  

If your child is not booked into After Care, you and your 
child need to leave the school grounds by 4.00pm.  

From 3.30-4.00pm your child must be with you, if you are 
staying in the playground to chat. This is a duty of care 
issue and is part of our Child Safe procedures.  
 
MESSAGE FROM GERARD 
I would like to thank the person who loaned to me the 
orange fluorescent vest when I was on traffic duty on 
Thursday night at Kew High School. If you are the person 
who gave me that vest could you contact the school 
office so that we can arrange to get it back to you. Many 
thanks. Gerard 
 
 
ATHLETICS DAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
We are looking for volunteers to assist with events on 
Athletics Day, Tuesday August 27th. it will be held at 
George Knott Reserve, home of the Collingwood Harriers 
Athletics Club. 
Parent help is vital to ensure we can run all of the events, 
and the more help we have, the better we can get it all 
done. 
If you are able to help for part or all of the day, please 
email kilmartin.lucas.p@edumail.vic.gov.au and include 
details of the times that you are available or if you have 
any preferences for events 

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/individuals/applicants/how-to-apply
https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/individuals/applicants/how-to-apply
mailto:kilmartin.lucas.p@edumail.vic.gov.au


OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE (OOSH) 

P: 9481 4365 
E: aftercare@ssps.vic.edu.au 
 
Co-ordinator:  Lisa Heard 

Pupil Free Day 16th August 

We had a great day on the Pupil Free Day. We made po-

tions with a potions professor from Hogwarts. We 

smacked a Pinata and made some bubble prints. The chil-

dren had a great day, finishing with a scavanger hunt. It 

was a busy busy day. I know I went home exhausted! 

STUDENT WORK 

By Kate and Rubys group 

Learning about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories 
and cultures is an important cross-curriculum priority at SSPS. 
In Maths this term, the Prep-2 students learnt about the seven 
seasons of the Kulin People and matched these to a traditional 
Seasons Wheel. Each Kulin season is marked by the movement 
of the stars and the changes in weather, coinciding with the life 
cycles of the plants and animals. As part of Book Week, Ruby 
also read The Way Bunjil Flies, a new Dreaming story about 
Badger Creek by Aunty Dot Peters, to most classes. 

 To further our understandings in this area, there will be a Prep
-2 excursion to Healesville Sanctuary next Tuesday 27th August. 
The students are very excited about the bus ride out into the 
countryside and can’t wait to spot some of their favourite na-
tive animals. They will also have the chance to further engage 
with Wurundjeri culture by identifying Goomaril, or Bunjil’s 
resting place, as well as joining in with activities centred 
around weaving, Marngrook, firesticks and a possum skin 
cloak. 

 According to our Seasons Wheel, it is currently Guling Orchid 
Season, so the students will be encouraged to look out for 
flowering orchids and silver wattle, feeding caterpillars and 
lyrebirds performing courtship displays. We are about to cross 
into Poorneet Tadpole Season in September so there may also 
be currawongs calling loudly and we may be lucky enough to 
spy tadpoles or flowering plants with edible tubers, such as the 
Yam Daisy. 

 We look forward to sharing these experiences with you upon 
our return. 

 Ruby, Prep-2 





 

Interested in playing Saturday basketball? 

Girls & Boys Under 8 – Under 20 

Information and online registration: 

www.collingwood.basketball.net.au 

        or register at our office 

                 221 Johnston St, Abbotsford 

Thursday 8th & 15th August, 3.00 – 6.00pm 

                           or by arrangement 

 Home games at inner city venues, 

including our new 3 court stadium  

at Collingwood College from November 

         New players welcome 

Players must register and pay by 18th August to 

ensure a place in a Summer team. Competition runs 

in term four 2019 & term one 2020. 

Enquiries: Megan Rouse manag-

er@collingwoodbasketball.com.au 

House to Rent 

Hi! We are looking for a house to 

rent from Early October until Xmas.  

We are currently renovating our 

home and are needing cover be-

tween these dates but we are open 

to the staying for less time depend-

ent on the accommodation 

(perhaps then we can move about 

between a few places).   

We are more than happy to mind 

pets if you are planning to travel 

and are in need of loving minders of 

your loved ones also.  

Please call Meg on 0400779494 

(Ella and Marley’s mum – Area 1 & 

3 )  

Babysitter. 

I am a 25 y/o University Student available for babysitting in the Fitzroy 
North, Northcote and Clifton Hill areas. I have 7+ years of experience 
babysitting and working with children of all ages. I also spent 2018 work-
ing for the Outdoor Education Centre, Wollangarra taking young people, 
mostly 14-18yo, hiking out in the mountains. I am certified in Wilderness 
First Aid and have my Working with Children’s Check. I love working with 
children of all ages and enjoy going on walks and crafting and drawing 
with the children while I am babysitting. I am available for babysitting on 
weeknights and during the weekend, night and day, as well as all day 
Mondays and Fridays. I am more than happy to send you my CV and dis-
cuss any questions you may have. 

My phone number is 0490 804 519. 

Thanks, 

Katie Getson 

Flat to Let 

One-bedroom open-plan 

caretaker suite located in a 

renovated industrial build-

ing on William St, Ab-

botsford owned by SSPS 

parent. 

Has off street parking and 

courtyard, close to Victoria 

St. Available immediately. 

Contact Luc & Grace’s dad, 

Glenn on 0412 000 445 

The Parent Newspage is here to help advertise events or services provided by members of the Spensley Street Community. 

Please email your contributions to ssps@ssps.vic.edu.au. 

Most advertisements will run for two weeks. 

http://www.collingwood.basketball.net.au
mailto:manager@collingwoodbasketball.com.au
mailto:manager@collingwoodbasketball.com.au

